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DENTAL LUXATION INSTRUMENTS
Dental Luxation instruments are designed with very thin and sharp cutting edges, special care should be exercised when handling or operating with them.    Luxation instruments must not be used with a twisting, rotating or levering motion.

1.  Hold the instrument in a ‘Safe Grip’ with the index finger down the shaft almost to the tip.

2.  Only apply pressure to the instrument in a longitudinal apical direction – a rocking motion may be helpful, but a twisting motion will damage the instrument.

3. Commence with the largest size instrument possible once progress is made toward the tooth apex the space becomes more limited and a smaller instrument can be used to aid progress towards the apex.

4. Efficiently severing the periodontal ligaments with Luxation instruments will speed the extraction process and often aid healing having caused less trauma.

SHARPENING

Luxation instruments should be sharpened on the concave surface with a conical stone or diamond file so that the section of stone/file used matches the diameter of the instrument therefore retaining the original shape and form.

DENTAL ELEVATOR

Dental Elevators suitable for dogs and cats are designed with a thin profile in order to penetrate the narrow periodontal space found in the carnivore. This means that the tips are relatively fragile. Pressure should only be applied along the length of the instrument or during rotation of the instrument.

Under no circumstances should any attempt be made to lever out a tooth.

1.   Push tip into periodontal space.

2.   Rotate and hold in rotation for a minimum of 15 secs this will weaken & tear periodontal ligaments.

3.   Repeat around the root in several places and eventually the root will break free from its attachment.

Sharpening

Elevators should be sharpened on the convexed surface using a flat stone or diamond card.   The object is to maintain the ‘chisel angle’ (this varies depending on the instrument design) and create sharp corners.    In use these sharp corners grip the root surface to gain purchase and aiding rotation of the tooth in the socket, severing the periodontal ligaments and exerting a lifting (elevating) motion on the tooth. 

Important please note:

Unfortunately, no Veterinary Dental instruments can be guaranteed due to the nature of their use. Some parts of some instruments must be thin (and so are weak) to be of the shape required for their function. Accidental excessive forces or incorrect forces will sometimes occur in use leading to instrument damage.   Force must be proportional to the Instrument design, size and site of operation.                      
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